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PREFACE

This work is an attemp to preserve the record of
one of a number of great religious schools which have
contributed much to the cultural, educational, and
religious foundations of the American nation. It pur-
poses to give an scoount of the heroic struesgle of an
institution that was founded upon the faith of a few
visionary men who saw the opportunites and needs of a
vast and untrained reservior of mankind.

It delineates a spiritual landmark in Clarke Cole
lege that has grown into the symbol of a mighty move=
ment to bring man ‘nto a closer relationship with his
God. The sacrifices, privitions, and untiring seal
of the courageous men and women who fought to keep
"Mississippi's most unusual school" alive are treated
only in abridged detail,

This thesis grew out of an idea gathered from cone
versation with Professor W, J. Mammond of Texas Christe-
ian University on the value of unearthing and making
permanent the historical data of our own denominational
collegss in America. Two vears of work as instructor
in Clarke College revealed to the writer its spiritual
powaer and intellectual integrity, and served intene



sify the desire toward the study and writing of its own
history. The effort was further accelerated by the

reverasnce that so maeny patrons of the school held for
its founder, Rev. N, L, Clarke of Newton, Mississippi.
Most of all, however, the work of the institution itself
in training ministers and laymen to becone adequate
servants in today's world need furnished the basic dye
namic for this paper.

This material was drawn from streams of life directly
intertwined with that of Clarke College. The denomina-
tional papers, local newspapers, minutes of the various
associations in Mississippi, collegs annuals, and private
notes proved valuable donors to this tudy. It was gae
thered through loans fro= libraries, schools, and private
individuals, Friends of Clarke College voluntarily of-
fered their services in helping locate items and articles
of historical value.

The Clarke College Catalosues, the Clarke Call, the
Evaluative Committee Rgoorts, The Seer, and a miscella-

neous collection of data on the school may be found in
the Clarke College library, Newton, Mississippi,
The associational pamphlets such as the Minutes of

Ihe Ceneral Assoclation of Zegular Baptists of Hississippi,



minutes of Newton County Baptist Association, Bay Springs,
and ¥"t, Pisgah Associations are held in the private li-
brary of W, J, McMullan, Newton, Mississippi.

The Minutes of the Mississippi Baptist Convention and
IThe Baptist Rocord files are contained in the library of
the New Urleans Baptist Theological Seminary, New Orleans,

Louisiana. The remainder of the mat rial is found in the
Library of the Department of Archives and History, Yackson,
Vississippi.

Nowhere did the work seek to sacrifice the authentie-
city of the factual element for the purpose of colorful
or convenient presentation., A somewhat graphic history
of the instituticn was attempted in the light of the evie-
dences at hand. All known source material was canvassed
in an effort to focus the light of historical illuminae~
tion upon the work, personalities, and contributions of
"Mississipri's most unusual school,"



CHAPTER I
BIRTH AND ZARLY YEARS

Out of the early twentieth century there emerged
Clarke Memorial College known as "Misgissippi's most
ungual school.,” This institution was a cryotaljisa&lon
and portrayal of the hopes and ambitions of a few relie-
gious plioneers of the time. Its foundation and roots
were laid deep in the progressive, intellectual, and
spiritual awakening that had reached into the rural and
agricultural sections of a then Lackward and somewhat
illiterate state. Although the school began as & ree
flection of its own age, it became the r«lector of
future times and events that lay out in the distance.
Ite progress and ppowth were never cataclysmic but fol-
lowed the channels of a more sound evoluticnary course,
Neverthelass, Clarke College was an answer "o very defi-

nite and pressing needs,

In 1907, "there were only four Baptist colleges in the

state.,"l They were overcrowded with the large intake

logducation Ralli Largely Attended," The Newton Record,

Oetober 17. 1%7' Pe




of students, All of tham were in dire need of added
space and more faculty membsrs, Plue Mountain College
was an example of this extreme conzestion., "There had
been cne thousand applications for admission to Blue
Mountain Female College when only four hundred could be

taken care of,."2

tm-. ps L.

If this condition existed in general over the entire
state, it was even more critical in East Mississippi.

This fact was gziven apt summary in the minutes of the
feneral Association for 1907,

"This section is worthy of our most earnest considera-
tion. The territory, of which the school is in the midst,
contains 27 Fapt! st associations with a total of nearly
75,000 Baptists,"3

3 Mississipp u
1910, p.?.qi.:.'.ﬂ. Association ! i Regular Paptists,

Although these figures were given three years after
the establishment of the college, they were not greatly
different from those at the time of its foundation.



Many peorle were awakenins to the fact that i1llitere
acy creates economic problems. These opinions were aede
known in written articles and sermons allke., The followe
ing statements throwj some lirht on the thinking of this
era.

Eﬂam- gshackles the ainds, shackles the intellect,
ckles our afforts. To chow what 2 lack of educa-
tion meant to this state, it was compared with "assae
chusettes, In luuudppl the averare pay for overy
wan in the state 1s less than 75 cents, while in
N&uaolmn:bu the average pay lor each man per day
is h.,oo

hmmiﬂ Rally,"™ loc. git., p. 1.

These efforts and demands were not fragmentary and
sporadic. They were continuous and general in their
character snd scope, Christian education held a place
of paramount importance on most denominatinal prograass.
However, ocne particular mecting held at Elue Mountain
set the hearts of miny aflire with the dsire for a school,
The ®seription of that meeting follows:

Possibly the rreatest arrav of Baptist brain and tae

lent ever gatherasd in Mississippi was &4t the first

encampment at Flue Yountain in 1906, The greatest
address of the encampment, & nishty f]'“ for Christ-
ian education, was delivered on the last might of

the gethering ire Ve Te Lowrey, then president
of ¥ississipp! College.’?

SThe Baptist iscord, October 12, 1922, p. 50.
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W, B, Saneing, minister, then sditor of the Migsgis-
sippl Baptist, wae present in the audience. e was so
favorably impressed by the appeal that at the close of
the meeting he asked that the speech be published. From
that movement Sansing became an advocate of a Baptist
school in Eust Missiasippi.

Later that year, the death of N. L. Clarke, minister,
furt' er stirred the desire for a Baptist College. This
man had left a deep impression in the hearts of religious
poeple of this area. The following is a brief index to
hisfruitful 1life, "He was born in the stote of North
Carolina in what was PBurke County, now Caldwell County,
on the witers of the Catawa River, the seventh day of
February, 1812, He was baptised at Nainesville on June
10, 1838."6 He was ordained April, 1841. M¢s first pase

6'Tho Personal Lifa of N, L. Clarke,"
o L Iracy Gallaspy
Album, Article 1, v

toral work was begun at this time in Newton, Kemper, and
Neshoba @ounties.

"Mr. Clarke spent a year and a half during the Bivil
War, 1861-1865, as missionary with the Confederate Army
in the field, and began his work again in 1866,"7

7ne Newton fecord, September 13, 1906, p. 1.
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1869 he was called as pastor to the Svlvarena church in

Smith County, fifty miles from his home. He also served
as pastor of both Decatur and Newton Baptist churches.
During his ministry, "he received 2,500 converts in-
to the church; had administercd the rites of baptism to
more than 1600 people.'3 He stood at the bed of more than

SIracy 0:sllaepy Album of Notes, ®ticle 9k.

500 during their deaths., He organized twenty-five churches
in one association. lie was present at the orgadization of
the Oeneral Azsociation of Regular Baptists of Mississippi.

He was moderator of the Mt, Pisgah Association for
fifty-four years. Three thousand marriage ceremonies and
almost three thousand funerals were performed during his
mindstry, !e died ir September, 1906.

The pendulum of thought had swung in the direction of
denominaticnal education under the leadersiip of such men
as N, L, Clarke. It w:s largely through his efforts that
East Mississippi Baptists became conscious of their needs
and their responsibilities as a denomination. However, it
was not until his death in 1906, that the work of his life
culminated in the stimulation of a movement for the estabe

lishment of a B-ptist @ollege.
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Then the movement for the establishment of a2 denomie
national college slowly gained mementum, The Mt, Pisgah
Baptist Association went on record as desiriing the estabe
lishment of such an institution. 7The resolution it passed
read as follows: "We also recomnend that this association
in cooperation with the Bay Springs Association memorialize
the Ceneral Association to take up this matter at onece, this
school to be built in memory of the sainted N, L. Clarke.,"9

9 ». P;gﬁ aa%gjﬁ Agﬁggb;@ Newton, Mississippi
SO%G er ’ s Pe . X . ;

The Neneral Association of fRegular Baptists of Missise

sippi took up the challenge., A series of rallies were held
in the interest of education. The first meeting was held
at the First Baptist Church of Newton, liississippi. 5. E.
Culpepper, Pastor of the church, presided., !e was assisted
by W. B, Ssnsing, another minister, and Professor J. 6.
Hardy. Tremendous interest was manifested as shown by the
following report: "All denominations joined in the movee
ment, no serv'ces being held at any of the other churches,
which was an indication of the interost manifested in a

worthy cause," 10

18 "Education Rally,"™ m. m.. pPe 1.
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This rally was followed by other significant steps.

Ts Jo Miley was chosen as ¢ airman of the assembly and
We B. Sansing as secretary.

The chairman announc d the Ceneral Baptist Associae
tion had unanimously gcalad a resolution providing
that the institution be established, and that come-
mittees had been appointed to carry out the work,
viz: one to locate the college, one to solicit con-
tributions, a building confitzoo. and trustecs of
the school had been named.

llngitigens Yeeting In Interest of College," New=
ton Record, Oetober 31, 1907, pe 1. i

These committees were composed of two men from esch
of the following counties: Newton, Scott, Neshoba, Jasper,
and Smith, and one each from Jones and Oreene Counties.
Twelve trustees were likewise appointed and apporti-ned
along the same line,

fpecific instructions were ziven to the committee for
choosine the site of the college. These included such
things as health, accessability, financial backing, and
future possibilities and welfare of the institution.

Hewton made a great effort to secure the school. The
local paper took up the general chant. "Newton seems to
have all the natural advantages, besides being the home of
the Reverend Yr, Clarke, which would be one of the rvasons
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for it being appropriate that the college come here."1l2

12 1v4d., p. 1

Th e town of Mewton appointed a committee to raise
funds for the building of the college. "The committee
named for th's work consisted of &, B, Culpepper, G. He.
McNeill, H, C, Majure, and J. A. MeHaven,”13 Another

13 _IMQ. Pe 1.

committee was aprointed to take care of a building site.
It was composed of J, C, MeClinton, W. B. Crosby, and
C. B+ Hoye.

The towns that desired to compete for the college
were viven one month to decide on the offers to be made.
Pinal action was to take place one month from the 29th of
October, 1907,

This announcement precipitated sharp rivalry among
the neighboring towns for the college. Insomuc’ as its
final location was to be leased on the fact of the best
inducements presented, many worthy offerings were raised
by e2eh group. The final inducements follow.
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Bay Springs offered $15,000,00 and 100 acres of land.
Newton offered $35,000 60 a 40 acre site, 50 scholar-
ships and free uator for five ynara. {adelphia
made a verbal offer of $20,000,00 and 20 acres of
land, “tringer proposed £o give £6,000,00, a site,
and 500 acres of land. Summerland offered Olh.SO0.00
and 677 acres of land,

4 The Baptlst Record, Lecesber 5, 1907, p. 1.

A vigorous campaign was carried on by each of the six
competing towns for the purpose of locating Clarke College
within their city limits. The final decision was made at
Bay Springs, Mississippi, by the local comnittee and the
general committee,

Newton, Mississippi, was the site selected for the
school., This agreement was reached only after a warm argue
ment. During the discussion, worthwhile pleas were offered
by e ach town.

Bay Springs originated a scheme to down Newton by

first endeavoring to zot the committee to decide that

the c enter of the associational territory was south

of the Alabama and Vicksburg railroad and vote for

the eollegn g ‘e located at a point somewhere south
of that 5

15"Newton Succeeds In Getting The College," liewton
Record, Hovember 23. 1907, p. 1. . m

The proposition falled to carry by a small vote, Newton
had gained the victory.
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This town offered a very desirable location for such
a school., lere it sits astride the strategic spot where
the Alabama and Vicksburg rallroad crosses the Mobile and
Chicago railroad midwéy betwoen the Tennessee line and the
Culf of Mexico.

The town is also located in 2 healthful d istrict., The
following excerpt was published by a Clarke College suppor-
ter.

The town is high, several hundred feet above the level

of the sea, and the health of the county is almost un-

surpassed, The college campus consists of fifty-five
acres of well seclected and well d rained land. Almost
every stranger who has visited the groundds &ince the

buildinge have been erected has been_ heard to exclaim,
"Ood made this place for a collage."l

16 Ibid., p. 1.

The town offered a = plendid spiritual background with
four churches. Then, too, there was the fact of a hardy
and energetic protestant constituency. Many denominations,
other than Baptists, were located in this area and were to
feed the college with both students and material backing.

A meeting of the building committee of Clarke College
was held April 16, 1908, for the purpose of letting cone

tracts for the construction of new buildings,
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Nine contractors submitted bids ranging in price from
$16,500,00 to $27,000.00. The latter bid was made

by T, Pe ¥indham of lMorton. The lowest bLid was pree
sented by Norman and llayes of Newton. #£16,500 was
the figure named for doing the work. This bid won the
contract for Norman and Hayes,l7

A7 Scmidmet 30 65 Reees New Buildines Awarded," Newton
Record, April 16, 1908, p.l. " Ihe

They immediately gave a $6,000,00 bond as a guarantee
of their performing the construction according to specifie
cations. Much stress was placed on the immediate construce
tion of adequate buildings, Work was to begin as soon as
materials could be obrained. The goal was to complete them
and have them in readiness for occupation by September, 1908,

Three bulldings were to be erected, They included a
chapel and two dormitories., Ths chapel and the Jdormitory
for boys were to be two stories in height. At the end of
the first session the chapel was to be converted into a
girls industrial home. A permanent structure was to be
erected in its stead.

Formal plans were laid for the opening of Clarke Col-
lege on October 1, 1903, People came from all of the sure
rounding counties to attend the celebration. The lewton
Public 2¢ho ls were dismissed for the occasion. A large
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portrait of the late N, L, Clarke hung on the wall,

People began gathering in Ne ton the day previous
and when the hour for exercises arrived, it was obe
served that perhaps the largest crowd that ever assem=
bled in Newton at a public gathering was on hand.
People were here from all over liewton County, from
Neshoba, Lauderdsle, Jasper, Smith, Scott, Rankin,
Jones, and perhaps other counties, and it is cone
servatively eostimated that there were 2500 people on
the college grounds, The large auditorius at the
chapel was packed and hundreds of Eoople coulld not
even pet inside, The citizens of Newton turned out
en masse, the graded school, over 300 strong, was
dimiau& for the day, and the business houses ware
all closed for the oceasion, and_the business part. of
the city seemed almost deserted,l

18 wclarke Memorial Collage is Opened," Newton
m, Cetober 1, 1%8. P. 1. ' m

Manu addresses were brought by several s peakers.
Included amonz these were Sgnator O, H, Panks; H. R, Hol-
comb, pastor of the First Baptist Chuuch, baurel; T. J.
Miley of Newton, Mississippi; John L. Johnson of Clinton,
“4ssissippi; and T. J« Moore of the Bay Springs Faptist
Church, Yost of them eulogigsed educational effort and
especially that of Clarke College.

The 'embers of the board of t rustees elected 5, E,
Culpepper as president of Clarke College, The faculty

merbers were then chosen,
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The following teachers were chosen: %, B, Snnsinf
Hewton; W, J., Shoemaker, Bay Sprines; W, L, MeMu ian.
assistant to th: president; H, M, Weathersby, Besse=
mer, Alabama, history and i:!.teratum; Ada Sumrall,
Summit, prcparatis? department; and Mimnnie B, Austin
of Missis sippi.

19 1bid., p. 1.

After the day of celebration the school began its
first session, "The school opened as announced as 'Clarke
Memorial College,' with the buildtngé ready for occupancy,
and the enrollment the first session reaching the surprising
figure of 104."20 A new school was born into the Bape

20 J, L. Boyd, Sr,, "History of Clarke College," Ehe
Basuist fecord, Jareh il, 1948, p. 8. " B

-

tist familv.

The early days of Clarke College were to be darkened
by clouds of disaster that have plagued her through the
years. The first of these misfortunes to strike was the
fire which destroyed the boys dormitory January 13, 1909,

The following article appeared in the jewton Fecord:

Shortly after the noon hour of yvesterday, while the

student,s were at dinner in the dininz room of the

girls dormitory, fire broke out in the bove dormitory
of Clarke Memorial College. When discoversd, flames



were bursting through the roof of the building, The
firemen responded to the alarm, but insomuch as the

nearést fireplug was on Scanlon Steest, some 1500
or 2,000 feet from the 'urning building, they were

1L

unable to reach the fire with only 1, feet of fire

hose, 21

_ 21 "Disastrous Blaze at Clarke College," TIThe liswton

Bécord, January 14, 1909, p. 1

Practically all of the furniture was lost, MNost of

the inmates had their possessions destroved. As a result

the students were oved to other temporary quarters. There

were not enough buildings on the campus to provede space
for the classes., Appeals were made to the town of Newton
forassistance, As a result Clarke College was granted
the usage of the local Baptist Church building and the
Newton High School auditorium.

President Culpepper announced immediate plans for
rebuilding the ormitory., This was made possible by
adequa e insurance which was carried on thesructure,
The new building was to be composed of biick.

In no wise did the fire dampen the spirit of the
teachers of the school, The surrounding Baptist aseoci-

ations rallied to the rescue, Appeals were made at each
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associational meeting, The following is typical: "We

recommend above all our own Clarke Memorial College and

urge boys and girls to attend same,"22

22 22
Septosber TN T5ATAARC AN BORNANE Apagianian.

The report further added, "We feel grateful to God

for the work that has already been done in the movement ,"23

23 Ibid.

The Ceneral Associdation also spoke for the school
in its second revort., It related how the enrolment had
grown from less than one hundred students to one hundred
and forty-eight students, It told of the rebuilding of
the boys dormitory and the addition of furnish inss and
improvements,

In speaking of the needs of the poorer students the
report was specific,

We find among the students who come to college a

goodly number of them are preachers who have just

started in life and are trying to prepare. These,
for the most part, are poor boys and need help,

and the college is not aBie financially to give
them the hel- they need,

24 M the Seneral Agsociation of &
Baptists &W gLober =7, » PPe



A further appeal was made forthe building of cote
tages for ministerial students, Also it asked for more
room and for more money to pay the collere debts,

The Bay fprings Association, in its annual report
of 1909, likewise spoke for Clarke College. Religious
benefits and church advantages were mentioned. It fure
ther stated, "that the institution has recently taken
on an agricultural department, in whibh mconeyless boys
may be aided."25

25 Springs Ascociation, September 15
16, 17, 1900 e #- 28t ; 2

On June 17, 1909, the Board of Trustees of Clarke
Memorial Collese held a meeting forthe purpose of elect=
ing new members and transacting other business. The ses-
sion owas opened with a resume of the schocl's needs and
plans. "A report of the president showed that he had col-
lected in subscriptions during the past ycar amounts to
$62,473.75. This included cash paid and also over
$20,000,00 in 1ife insurance,"26

16

26 "College Faculty Is Naméd for Next Term," The
Newton Record, J,ne 17, 1909, p. 1.

In idition, the building committee reported that
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the contract for the boys dormitory had been let to
Wedgeworth Contractors for $4,062,00, The college was
po fumish the brick,

The following faculty was elected faﬁthe ensuing
year: H, M, Weathersby, vice president and professor of
Oreek anqpnthamaticaz M. P. Bush, of Laurel, chair of
mathematies and science; Daisy Lines, department of Enge
lish and history; S, F, Parkinson, of Coffeeville, prine
cipal of primaryciepartment;‘kda Sumrall, assistant in
primary department; Minnie Austin, music department;

Je 8. Rushing, of Davton, Virginia, voice and clarinet;
Mrs, H, M, Weathersby, expression,

The board decided to stablish an agricultural and
industrial department to the college; the president and
L. 0+ Cates, member of the board, were aprointed as a
comnittee to make arrangements for the purchase of a
farm and the equipping it for the purpose., It was exe
pected to have this d epartment in operation during the
nest term,

The college began its second term iwth high hopes.
President Culpepper was very optimistic in his welcome
to the incoming students, "He was rejoiced at the flate
tering outlook for the collere. He =aid tha' a 20" cludb

17
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was organized at the close of last session with the view

of enrolling that many students this year,"27

27 mglarke Collere Ogens Second Annual Term," The
Newton Record, September 1909, p. 1.

This was the formative periéd of the school. It was
the time of either a gradual growth or a rapid decline,
The Baptist of Mississiprl were watching Clarke College
with sympathetic yet careful eyes. The school was to
meet the test in numbers and spirit, but chronic finane
¢ial trouble hannted her perennially.

In 1910, at the beginnine of the third session of
school the enrollment was almost two hundred students.,
Yet, an ominous warninr wasgiven by the ! ocard of t ruse
tees of that school, It was as follows:

We have subscriptions that are due us on November

1st of this year approximately amo.nting to ten

thousand dollars. is subscription was taken on
the five year -"lan. Then there is £2,100,00 due
on last year's notes that can be collected now

without trouble., We then have $2,200,00 due og
subscriptions which have been taken this year, 8

8
B&Eﬂ.:&.! ' actoﬁer 5% i"?fﬁ. p.
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An appeal was then made for the friends of the
school to make good their promises, "But brethren, we

need what you are due usj we hav- an obligation to meet."29

29 1vid.

They further claimed that the money was absolutely necese
sary to erase the indebtedness of Clarke.
At a meeting of the board of trusteee of Clarke Col-
lege in 1911, a committec was aprointed to meet with a
like committee from Mississippil College. They were to
coordinate the work of the two institutions,
They emphasized the abrogarion of differences between
these sister colleges, They state’  their objectives as
consisting of the desire to educate PE,ptist men and women.
Also the course were to be arranged to coordinate their
curriculum, The arreement stated,
That a sub-comnittee consisting of J. L, Johnson and
M. P, Bush be appointed to look into the adjustment
of the curriculum of the two colleges; that the one
will matriculate with the other in such a way that
the junior courses of Mississippi College shall bee

zin where gae senior course of Clarke Memorial Cole
lege ends,

30 wgollege Agreement," The Ne ton Record, July 6,
1911' p. 7.
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I, addition, the school offered a unique system of
entrance for students. "It is so arranged as to enter
st :dents as low as the elighth grade and carry them through
six years of preparatory and college work, completing

courses leading to the B, A. and B. S, degrees." 31

31 wglarke Memorial College," Baptist Record
July 11, 1912, p. 8. " Jhe 2

S, Be Culpepper resigned in 1912, to do further study,
He was succeeded by L, 0, Cates of Laurel, Mississippi.

It had lonez been the desire of S, B. Culpepper to
it himsecll for more advanced educational work and
at the last meeting of the board of trustees he tene-
dered his resignation that he mirht pursue a course
of study at Paylor University. This intention had
been made known for several months previous and was
presented as final. The resignatin was acerpted
and L, 0, Gates of Laurel, Mississippi, unanimously
chosen president, Themany friedds of thecollege
regret to see President Culpepper leave the work,
for he has done h$s part well, but look with hope to
the time when he will be able to do a greater work,

The election of Rev, L. 0. Oates is received with
much satisfaction, Brother Cates has been a member
of the board for three years and very greatly ine
terested in the institution. Thisnew relation means
much good to the college and in a more pronounced way
than ever before Clarke Memorial ggllege shall meet
the need for which it is ereated,

T
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The school year of 1913 opened with N. R, ‘tone and
M. P; Push serving as co-presidents of Clarke College.
Nevertheldss, they resigned before the completion of the
session, The board of t rustees immediately clected E,
Godbold of Louisiana, to the positién, He declined the
presidency, and the board clected M, O, Patterson to serve
in this capacity,

At this time, M, O, Patterson was engaged in a meeting
at Vayn-sboro, Mississippi. When summoned before the board
of trustees he consented to serve as President of Clarke
College. AWrief summary of his life in 1913 follows:

He is a graduate of Mississippl College and also of
the “outhern Baptist Theological Seminary, which ine
stitution conferred the degree of doctor of divinity
upon “im shortly before he entered upon "is work as
pastor of the church here, Irior to that he had ser-
ved as pastor of one of the Jackson churches for
sevoral years, !le is one of the state's loading
clergymen, of scholarly attainments, and well equipped
from every standpoint to serve the inatitubion in an
efficient and proficient manner. e is held in high
esteem by all whoknow him, and his man firends bee
lieve that his skelection as the executive head of the
college arcues well for the future growth of the
young educational institution, Patterson will cone
tinue to serve as pastor of the Baptist church here,33

33 npr, M, 0, Patterson To Head Clarke College," The
Newton Record, Aurust 21, 1913, p. l.
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| Perhaps the rapid turnover of presidents reflected

| in some measure the uncertaln conditions existing at
Clarke College. The old ﬁenoral Azsock ion assisted

by sister associations had fought valiantly to keep the
school afloat in the midst of the depression and erop
failure., The town of Newton, Mississippi, responded with
great effort, Ceveral gifts were made by her to students
and to the school. The following is an example of such
effort: "The people of Newton have shown new faith in the
school by subseribing r cently $12,000,00 to help pay it

out of debt .34

34 nglarke Memorial College," Baptist Record
July 13, 1913, pe &e . ;

However, these efforts were not sufficient to keep
t'e school in adequate financlal condition. Under the
auspices of the peneral association, Clarke College
steadily increased adeficit in her spending, By 1913,
a crisis had 'een reached that demanded im:mdiate atten-
tion, "At this time the college was encumbered with an
indebtedness of $33,162,40 pressing for settlement,"3

35 Jesse L, Foyd, Pgnn*g; Hg tory o; Mississippi
Eggglg&g,.glehaon:oiisa ssippi, 1 B. Pe .
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And consequently, in December, 1912, the Board of Trustecs
of Clarke Memorial College recommended that the school be
taken over by the Mississippi Baptist State Convention,

On the 26th day of December, 1912, the presidents
of Mississippi Woman's College and of Clarke Collese, to=-
gether with a commit' ee from their boards of t rustoes,
appeared before a meeting of the @mmisdon held in Jacke
son, Mississippi. The purpose of the meeting was to
urge action on their twl‘-.n propositions for convention
aid. "Both colleges were requested to prepare and pre-
sent at once to the commission a detalled, written re-
port, siving the assets and liab’litles of their respec-
colleges.” 36 The meeting adjourned with th§ undere

36 "Report of Education Comuission," ;;ﬁm_nﬁ_ of
Baptist State Convention, November 12-1£, Y13y Pe Jhe

standing that the commission would meet next in Newton,
Mississippi.

At its next meeting, the education comnission cone
cluded that if satisfactory arrangements were made, it
would sanction the asceptance of Clarke Memorial College
as a denominational school,

At the March meeting of the commission, therefore
Clarke ‘emorial College was instructed to ascertain
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whether or not the City of Newton would raise as
much as £15,000,00 toward liquidatine the indebted=-
ness of Clarke Memorial 901103:. amounting to ap=
proximately $33,000,00.°

37 1bidy, Pe 55

After receiving iaformation that the citizens of the
town of Newton and the trustees of Clarke Memorial College
had pledered themselves to reduce the indebtedness of the
school to the amount of $15,000.,00, the commission recom-
mended that the school be acceppted as a denominational
junior college. However, a board of trustees was appointed.
by the sta'e convention to serve when the conditions laid
down by the commission were met.

At a meeting in Columbia, Mississippi, in 1913, Clarke
Collegme's request to become a school of the state conven=
tion was granted. "Those were the days of the celebrated
Clarke College gquartette, While the matter was before the
convention for consideration, the quartette was called

for."38 After it had g'ven its song, the question was

32 whistory of Clarke College," N
e ewton Hgcord
November 9, 1922, p. 1. " Ihe "

put before the convention. That body voted to receive the
school into the membership of the Mississippi Baptist
Convention,



CHAPTER II

THE MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST CONVENTION TAKES
CONTROL

During the transfer of Clarke College to the Mis-
sissippl Baptist Convention it was stipulated that the
school retain only junior collepe status, This elimi-
nated the conferring of full degrees. The following
statement may clarify the procedure: "Beginning with
the next session the old habit of granting substitutions
in the A, B. and B, S, degrees will be abolished, and a
Ph. B, course will take its place.,"39 Clarke had formere

39 charles D. Johnson, "Clarke Gollega Notes," The
Baptist facord, April 30, 1914, p. 5

ly been a ‘our vear college.

The junior college was to serve as a denominational
school whibh fed the other Baptist colleges with students,
This fact, along with its splendid secondary d epartment,
attracted many students, It readhed both boys and girls
who whould have otherwise been denied an education,

The advent of Clarke College into the fellowship
and privileges of a denomin tional institution gave the
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institution decided advantares. It had definitely oute
grown the sponsorBhip of the Ceneral Association of Re=-
gular Paptists of Mississippi and her sister association
of Bay Springs and Mt, Pt, Pisgah, PFut even with this transe
fer of ownership there still remained a $15,000.00 in-
debtedness with interest, Therefore, it was nemessary
for the convention to meet this obligation,

The Education Commission was diily empowered with
the authority i 1914, to raise $100,000,00 for the
building program at Mississippi Yoman's College and
for the liquidation of the Clarke College indebtedness.
The commission tipulated that the cann*ﬁ;n should be
under the direction of W, E. Farr.
We are thoroughly convinced that Brother W. E. Farr
She Gampalgn Sheuld bo Presesated Ledse his diTecsiss

and under the uuperviaiga of the secretary of the
state convention board,

w -
Seventh 5é;;%ﬁﬁ%aﬁéiE£E%%ﬂié%&§§§5? o D3 » SaxenEx

Twentyef{ive thousand dollars was to go to Clarke
College and seventy-five thousand dollrs was to be desige
nated for Mississippi Woman's College. By Noveamber, 1916,
$91,000.00 had been reached in cash subscriptions,
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Yet, much of the pledged money was not collected.
Therefore, accruing interest on outstanding deobts and
current operating expenses prove a constant burden for
the school until it finall Dbecane a private institution.

The spirit of the town of Newton, Mississipp’', should
never be f orgotten. Many times the citizens came to the
financial rescue of the tottering college when all seemed
lost, All Mississippi Paptists should be grateful to the
local Baptist church and to the citigens of all creeds
and denominations in this town.

Donations from many private sources over the state
proved of invaluable assistance, J. Re. Buckwalter of
Union, Mississippi, furnished funds to place electric

ights in every room of the dormitories. !le had been a
recent vigiter at Clarke Collere. At the invitation of
the -‘i‘acult.y he was shown the grounds and buildinzs. The
work of the institution was outlined 8o him and its proe
gram explained, This so favorably impressed hiz that
before leaving he made his contributiouﬁto e
He was also 1nf1uoncod by tha fact that "eve aan and
woman who had gradusted from the college had been a SiwAaix
Chrirtian.*‘l

LS
True Friend Ggined by Clarke," The Newton Record
December 9, 1915, p. EE : 4
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Nevertheless, despite these efforts by many sipporters,
Clarke Collepge remained a needy school., The faculty re=-
sponded to the challenge with determination., The following

quotation from The Baptist Record shows the effort made by
this group.

But never have I known of a more heroic, selfesacrie
ficing set of men and women thafh those who compose
the faculty of Clarke College. Since Christmas one
member has been makinz a clean contribution of
$50,00 per month ot the college, ’'nother, $40,00

r mohth, two othﬁs. $90,00 and still another,
160.00 per month,

b2 y, M, Bartich, "Clarke Memorial College," Ihe
Daptist Record, March 18, 1915, p. 3.

This is only part of the picture, During the
$100,000,00 drive for Clarke College and Mississippi
Woman's College the response of the school was unusual,
The faculty and students pave $2,400,00, The senior
class gave $900,00.

3 At times humor became mixed with pathos during this
era of financial insecurity. The gifts ranged from horses
to bales of cotton, M, O, Patterson, under the title,
"Buy a Bale," offered to admit students who could furnish

two bales of cotton.
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The proposition, stated simply, is every student
who enters during the above time, he or she will
have the ggportunit.y of placing two bales of cote
ton at £100,00, or onp bale at $55.00 on expene
ses for this session.%3

b3 yu, o, Patterson, "Clarke lMemorial College,"™ The
Baptist Record, September 24, 1914, pe 5

1N addition to this aid, Clarke College received
considerai le help from the convention whibh met in the
chapel of the “oman's College, November 18, 1915. The
principal purpose of this mreting consisted primarily
of reports rolated to Miesissippi Baptist ecudational
interests. Such men as W, M, Whittington of Oreenwood,
Mississippl, and J. W, Provine praised the committee who
worked on the $100,000,00 campaign.

"The speakers of the evening, after a song {rom the
Clarke College Quartette, were W, M, Whittington, M, O,

Patterson, W. E, Farr, R, A, Venable, and Bryan Simmons."bk

bt "Baptist Convention Alds Clarke College,"” The lew-
ton Record, Wovember 18, 1915, p. 1.

Before adjournment later that night, $2,075.00 was raised
in industrial subseriptions for Clarke College. This money
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was to be used to pay teachers' salaries for the remainder
of the session, In addition to this, the convention assumed
all indebtedness of the institution made since it took cone
trol o7 Clarke Collage.

In “arch, 1915, M, 0, Patterson resigned as president
of Clarke Collepe. !le was succeeded by R, A, Venable,
Clinton, Mississippi, an irstructor on the regular faculty.
Venable had served as president of Mississiopi College.

He was also instructor #n the chair of Bible at Clarke
College. After serving one term he resigned as presie-
dent of the scho 1,

T. As J. Beasley was elected to succeed him in this

position, "President Beasley has an excellent record as

an author, school man, and proachtr."55 Deasley did not

b5 nRev, T. A, J. Beasley to Head College,” lew-
ton Record, March 23, 1916, p. 1l. " 2ha

accept the position of the presidenc:y of Clarke College.
Therefore, Pryan "immons was chosen for the office, le
had served the denominati on in the capacity of raising
money for the Baptist Hospital at Jackson, Mississippi.
It was the wish of the convention that he misht be able
to lead the Paptists of Mississi- i in the liquidation
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of all outstanding indebtedness against the school,

The Baptists adopted a unique rlan for a budget in
1917. These gifts were to come from each local church
and were put into one central fund. £Each phase of the
cause was to receive a certain protion of the entire state
offering. The report of the committee follows:

We recommend that the churches of the state put the
following causes on their plan of regular contribue-
tions and give such amounts and in ratio as to secure
the follo sums$

State missions, 81.3 Ho-ne missions, $26,500;
I'oreiz;n missions 5 Ministerial educat.ion,
0003 of which $4 0 18 to m to Misuiui

cohege and Clarke ﬁamorial College,
each to the Southwestern Baptist aolorrica Seminary,
at Fort Vorth, Texas, and the Southern Bapt.i.ut; Theo-
logical Suinary at f.ouisville s Kentucky; the sube
seription secured at this convention by Dr, A. T,
Robertson to be :lncluded in this budget; aged minisge
ters! relief ; Christian Lducation, $2,500;
rphanare, 84 ; lussunppi Baptist Hospital,

000; Home i gt B e fund, §1,500; Total for

i purpoaea, £170,000, This will mquiru a divi-
sion of oont.rimcions on the following percentace
basis: State niuion\, 25%; Foreign missions, 20%
Home Missions, 15%; ‘ospitals, Orphanago. 125
Ministerial ec’luaoaton, L3 Education, 15 zsagad minis-
ters, 2%; and Home mission loan fund, 1

b6 wBaptists Adopt Plan for Budget in 1917," Ihe
Newton Record, November 23, 1916, p. 1

This was to mark the beginning of a highly efficient
system of budgeting for the denomination. It was to be
of preat help to Clarke College in keeping its program
from utterly falling,.
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From its beginning as a school of local Baptist as-
spciations until ites passing into the hands of private
individuals, Clarke College labored under tresmemdous dife
ficulties, The administration heads underwent a rapid
turnover. These chanrzes were not due to a lack of faithe
fulness on the part of the administration. Oreater
op ortunities and better salaries must have plaved a
part in their decisions, From 1908 to 1930 the successive
presidents of this college were the following:

S. B. Culpepper, 1908-1911; M, P, Bush (acting), 191l-

1918} Biyan Stmone; 1916-1918; F. A J. Seasiey,

1918-1920; John F, Carter, 1920-1923; H, T, MeLaurin,

1923-19%’; We Te Lowrey, 1929-1930; John F, Carter,
1730~

47 Jesse lare
y Boyd PQF%;_: H&st%m 2 nggggt.g In
Mississippi, (Jackson, Miséias ppi, s p7£3 .

Despite adversity and hardships Clarke always carried

on its program and made plans for the future. The enrolle
ment of students continued to » row eteadily larrer every
year, However, with an increasing student body and with
the general masintenance cost accolerated, the indebtedness
continued to increase, Yet so precarious had the position

of the school become that Bryan Simmons, the retiring
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presidént, proposed its closing in 1918, His statement

was as follows: "The war times call for re-adjustment,

and I venture two or three suggestions. It might be well
to have Mississippi College put in a preparatory depart=-
ment for the period of the war and let this school close,mk?

48 Bryan Simmons, "Clarke Memorial College," The Bap-
tist Record, February 21, 1918, p. 7.

The 1918-19 session of Clarke Memorial College seemed
to have a bright poospects for the school, T. A, J. Beasley
had been chosen as president., He had a supporting faculty
composed of approved teachers., The school continued to
strugrle and make general progress, Many Baptist people
failed to help support the institution. Oftentimes it
received financial aid sparingly. Despite these conditions
it usually manage to meet adequately whatever test gdame
its way.

These were the days of World War I. Many of the
young men were being drafted for the armed services,
President Beasley offered a course in military training.

He himself had experienced six years of such training,
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In 1920, John F, Carter was chosen to succeed T. A.
J. Teasley as president., He had served as vice president
of the school,

President John F, Carter becomes head of Clarke ‘emo-
rial College in a favorable time, He was born at
Cherry Creek, Mississippi, in 13882, converted when
fourteen, and ordained at 24, He is agraduate of
Mississippi Heigits Academy at Blue Mountain, and a
B, A, ggraduate of Mississippi College, graduating
with distinction after working his way through
school. He taught three years and then took the
The M, degree at the Fort Worth Seminary., e is
now preparing his thesis for the Th.D, degree.

e is a scholarly highetoned, Christian gentleman
and deserves the cordial support of the denominae
tion in his plan and purpose to make Clarke Col-
lege the best possible school in its class.49

49 The Baptist Record, November 11, 1920, p. 9.

During the year 1920, Clarke entered into the raising
of Mississippi's quota of the £75,000,000,00 sought by
Southern Baptists, This fund was to be allocate! to the
most needy divisions of the Baptist cause. Clarke was to
receive a proportion of the entire amwunt raised in Mise
sissippi. "At a meeting of the educational commission in
Janvary, Clarke College was assigned 10% of the amount
raised for Christian education in Milahaippi."’o Approxie-

50 Mssipodoni Baptist Convention, "Report of Poard
of Trustess o emorial , oV -tber 6-18, 1920, p. 1.



35
mately él0,000.00 was received from this source. Most
of this momey was used to absorb the indebtedness against
the college.

The institution likewise needed repairs, ecuipment,
cottares for ministerial students, and a general endowment
fund., ‘o eritical cid the problems become that the edu-
cation commission met in 1923 to decide its fate.

This group visited Clarke College in a body. It vo-
ted unanimously that the school had a place in the denom=-
national progrem and deserved to continue., Ip order for
it to fulfil its mission, however, the commission recom-
mended that two things should ve done. They were as fol-
lows: "First, the buildings would have to be renovated
and new equipment provided., OSecond, a strong president
with an adequate f sculty paid a liveing wage,"51

51 wglarke Memorial College,"” The Baptist Record,
May 17, 1923, p. 5.

The commission further stated that it would provide
out of the 75 million ¢ ampaign $7,500,00 for the repairs
and equipment. Also an additional $5,000,00 would be
allocated for the current operating expenses of the col=-

lege. "This decision was contingent upon the request
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that the trustees of Clarke College raise $2,500,00 in
the town of Newton and among the friends of the school,"52

521b1ﬂ.. Pe 5

The $2,500,00 was raised in three or four days. As
a result plans were made immediately for repairs. GLvery
room in the two dormitories of the school were renovated.
A new plumbing unit was instalkij; and the heating system
was reconditioned.s This enabled the school to provide
adoquately for 200 =tudents.

That same year a new president, H, T. McLaurin, was
chosen. Ue was a graduate of Mississippi College. After
completinz his work in that institution he served several
years as principal of Son's Academy, a secondary school,
AFfter terminating his service with that scho'l, he en=
tered Southwestern Baptist Theslogical Seminary as a stue

dent, The e he received his Th, M, degree. I_ recent
vears he las held several pastorates. Prior to his se-
lection as president of Clarke College, he served as
enlistment missionary in the casterm section of Missise
sippi.

Seemingly, Clarke was headed for a more prospeous

era. ‘'lowever, in February, 1924, fire destroyed the ade
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ministration building. An insurance policy of $9,000.00
was carried on the structure, but it covered only half the
loss, Thus the trustees of the college and the education
commi ssion were fonfronted with another serious problem,
All officials rgreed that if the school were to cont inue,
a new, fireproof, brick viilding should be constructed,

In June, the trustees of Clarke College made the
following proposition to the education commission:

That plans be mde immediately for the construction
of an administration biildi~g on the campus of
Clarke College to cost not less than $50,000,00;
that th~ citigzens of Newtom, the trustees and friends
of the college in that section of the sta'e would
agree to raise $16,000.00, this anount with the
$9,000,00 insurance would total $25,000.,00; that
the education commission orovide by loan or btond
‘issue the remianing $25,000,0C, these bonds or
notes as well as the interest when due and payable
to be liquidated with the funds accruing ;3 Clarke
College from present to future campaigns,

wr

53
llonmbor% ﬁli_t:gpo . Baptlet Conventlen,

This proposition was agreed to by the education com-

mission. The Merchants Bank and Trust Company of Jack=
son, Mississippi, agreed to loan to the commission the

$25,000,00 to ke paid in five equal annual installe
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ments at the rate of 6% interest. The loan secured
by a2 mortgage on the college property.

At a meeting of the board of trustees of Clarke
College June 12, 1924, at which D, M., Nelson, member of
the education commission, was present, the contract for
construction of a new building was awarded.

The successful bidders were Oden and Clenn Brothers

of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, for the erection of the

building; the llattiesburg Plumbing Compeny of 'late

tiesburg, received the contract for heating and
plumbing; vwhile Hobbs Plumbing Company of Meridian,

contracted to do the electric wiring of the structure.>b

o ——

5k "Contract Let for Colle »
ge Building The Newton
Record, June 19, 1924, p. 1. -

Further prestige w's given to Clarke College by the
acquiring of the Scanlon property. It comprised fifty
acres of land in front of the present campus. Opn this
land, at the time it was acquired, there was losated an
athlatic field, several dwellines, and the Scanlon home,
This additional property gave Clarke College a campus of
ona hundeed acres,

The transaction was made possible by a $3,750.00

£ift by J. 7, Puckwalter of Union, Mississippi. This
was half the purchase price. The president of the college
and the board of trustecs were to raise the ot'er half of
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the required sum,

A note of optimism continued with an enrollment of
4L25 forboth the regular and summer sessions of school,
Also the standardigation committee of the State of Mis-
sissippi visited Clarke College in 1926, It voted favore
ably upon the status of the school,

"this placed Clarke “emorial College on the same
standard list of junior colleges, giving her the same
recognition as given for the first two years in ang
junior college of the state.,"55

9%1@5 § Memorial Collere, Newton,
Hiuini. ’ p.

Of general significance to the friends of the col-

lece was the fact t'a the East Mississippi Normal was
held at Clarke Collese during the suamer school of 1926,
"Proportional credit will be given for summer wokk as is
given for work during the regular session."56 The Baptist

tostant PARRHE 55 Ggpia Nomrial Colless, Newtorn,

p— 2 —

collezes now rocognind in this little collere a colleague

of intrinsic value to the general program.
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The following is a typical sulogy of the times:

"More and more is our Baptist coeedu ational junior col-

lege finding a plaxe in the hearts of our Baptist people,"57

57 m Baptist Convention, Novesber 16-18
1926, p. ﬁsm‘ M :

Further tribute was also paid to the school's specie
fic work in meeting a specific need in Mississippi educa-
tional fields, Cla ke fitted most adequately into the
conseolidation effort of this era.

It is said that this is the age of consolidat ion,
and since Mississippi leadssall the other states in
the union in the number of consolidated schools, it
is easy to see the need of a junior collese where
students “rom theag schools may complete their high
high school work,>

ibid,

The la gest senior class in the history of Clarke
Colleze received diplomas May 20, 1927. There were
eighty-two who graduated at the time. B. H, Lovelace
of Clinton delivered the baccalaureate address.

"fhere were four main buildinrs now, plus some
teachers' homes and cottages., Clarke possessed a beau=-

€iful campus of onehud-ed res and had an unsurpassed
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natural drainage.'59

Clacie GhTARIRT SC Slarks Nenorip) Soljocy Sompiied by

The vear 1928, found Clarke still in a period of

gamperal prorress, Its academic status was widely recog-
nized, and the school seemingly enjoved a permanent -lace

in the denominational life, A report by H. T, Mc*aurin,
president of the school, was very favorable., There were
seventy-three graduates, The same repat emphasized the
large number of former Clarke students who were then eme
ploved in strategic positions. According to the report,
"Over 200 former students are now teaching, and 75 graduates

are now going to senior collegas."eo

60 The Baptist Rocord, November 22, 1928, p. 3.

In 1929, H, T, Mclaurin resisned as president of Clarke
College. Ye had served in that capadity sinmce 1923, W, T,
Lowrey was elected as president of Clarke College to succeed
him. Lowrey had served as president of Mississippi



L2

College and Blue Mountain College. TiHis was a great effort
to bring Clarke College back to is former rlace in the
denomination., Yet the school was headed for disaster,

In 1929, pessimism seemed to pervade the ranks of
the entire state convention as recarded the ultimate
fate of the school., A report by W, T, Lowrey reflected
this attitude of gloom. I, this summary of conditions,
he said, "The financial condition is most embarassing.
The indebtedness is about $35,000,00, The income is
not sufficient to pay running expenses to say nothing
of the intercst and debts."6l

61 Baptist Convention, November 12-14
1929, p.!‘fﬂm ; ;

A joint meeting of the Baptist Education Commission
and the Board of Trustees of Clarke College was held in
Newton, Mississippi, “arch 7, 1930. An agreement was
reached between Lhese two bodies that Clarke College
needed $15,000.00 to continue to operate., There was
some indic ation that the town of Ne ton would raise
money to partially liquidate the outstanding debt of
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£40,000,00, This was treated as follows:

The president furt er said that if the commission
would do these things ment ioned above, the Baptist
Churchland citinn; :yf Newton would guarantee to
pay a large part o e standing i debtedness
of more than &.0.000.0063“

62 5, W, Lee, WThe Future of Clarke College," The
Baptist Record, “arch 13, 1930, p. 5.

The citizens of Newton rallied in their usual en-
thusiastic way to this challenge., They were unwilling
to lose their collegze, The following excerpt was quoted
from The Newton Record: "Some weeks ago the Newton Baptist
Church voted to assume an obligation of $10,600,00 and
the citizens of tho town subseribed $11,000,00 more to
help liquidate the institution's indebtedness,"63

63 "Newton Is Unwilling to lose Clarke College,"
Ihe lewton Record, March 20, 1930, p. 1.

This amount , along with the sale of some property
owned by the school, would reduce the indebtedness of tle
college to a few thousand dollars. This indebtedness
would be less than any previous figure since 1924.

However, at a special session of the Baptist conven-

tion, which convened at Jakkson, Mississippi, a large
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majority voted to discontinue Clarke College. This de-
cision was contingent upon the fact that the Baptist
Orphanage nurchase the property owned by the school,

Much opposition to this movement was evidenced.
Unfavorable articles aprearod in The Bsptist Record and
in local newspapers. it was contende’ that this propere
ty had been given in good faith for education ameong
Fast Mississippi Baptists., Also it was agrsed that any
diverting of the property to any other channel would be
a betrayal of the purpose for which the school was
founded,

In addition, many volced their oppostfion to the
removal of the opphanage from Jackson, !ississippi, to
Newton. The following quotation io one example!

I believe Jackson furnished opportunites for our

orphans than can Le gotten nowhere else in the

state., If recorts be true at this time, I am unable

to see how their sieool opportunitfes can in any way

be equalled at Newton. &o far as I am able to learn,

there are five good gzmist ¢hurches in Jackson,.
Newton has only one.

6bg. &, Phillips, " "
s Eo ! ps, "Orave Mistakes The Baptist
Record, May 1, 1932, p. 1. o .

It was further pointed out that the orphanage at



L5
Jackson was near the Baptist Hospital. There the crphans
could obtain free treatmnt. Frivate hospitals could
never expected to give this type of service.

These protests were largely ignored by the Baptist
leaders. Pecause of their belief in such nececsity, and
because the trustees of the Baptist Orphanage had not
reaxhed an agreement about the transaction, a new meeting
of the convention was deemed necessary.

Accordingly, a special session of the Mississippi
Baptist State Convention was clled by L, G, Cates to
meet Tuesday, July 15, 1930, in the auditorium of Clarke
College, Wewton.

The action of this sesssion rescinded the action of
the former special session held at Jackson, Mississippi.
It voted for the education commision to ligquidate the
340,000,00 indebtedness of Clarke “emorial Colle ge. 4+t
was further to borrow enourh money for adenuale operation
of the college, Clarke was to receive $5,000.00 each
year toward sufficient endowment.

At the regular session of the Misslseippi Baptist
Convention, Clarke College was again voted to be closed,
The property of the school was to “e sold, and the pro-
ceeds applied on debts, "Mr, W, N. Teylor made a motion
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striking out the section closing €larke Collo;e."55 The

65 "Report of the Mississippi Baptist Jtate Convene
tion," Tha Baptist Record, Novesber 27, 1930, p. 2.

discussion waxed RBervent and heated., "The Taylor substie
tute of motion to strike out the recommendation to dis-
continue Clarke College was lost, and Clarke College is to
be closed.'66

61b1d., p. 2.

The future of the college was very uncertain. The

Baptist denomination had decreed that the school die,

But the non-suprorters of the school did not reckon with
the tenacity of its followers, for they underestimated
the diligence and faithfulness of the citizens of Newton,
Mississippi. WNo doubt, their efforts and intentions
were based on the highest motives., But history was later
to rrove them unwise and erhaps unnecessary 1. cloeing

the institution,
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CHAPTER III
DAYS OF TRUGGLE AND ECLIPSE

During the crucial days of 1930, John F, Carter
was elected as president ef Clarke College. ‘e held
both the Ph. D. and Th., D. degrees. This training,
combined with his capacities of leadership, fitted him
for the difficult task of heading the school in its
darkest hours,

Many people began to hope that theachqol would
not be disposed of, for althoug! the convention had ore
dered the collere discontinued and the property sold,
no buyer was found available, Their thoughts were cryse-
taligzed into action by a nusber of supporters of the
school, A group of Baptist brethren in East Mississippi,
feeling that it_gggr be operated by private subsceripe
tions, mought to lease Clarke College for five years.

The Poard of Trustees on April 8, 1931, received

the offer from the brethren, who constitute a

holding commission, and 1oasod the property to

them for a perioed of five years at a consideration
of $1.00 a year. &

Novesber 17-19,
1931, p_uwmmimm. ovember 17-19
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John F. Carter served as president of Clarke Col-
loge for one year, resigning in 1931, He wassucceeded
by A. A, Hoebuck, a prominent educator in the state.
Roebuck wae a praduate of Clarke College, Mississippi
College, and received his Master of Arts @egree from the
University of Alabama, in 1930. He announced his ine
teation of garryinz on the cause of his alma mater with
zeal,

Clarke College now became the peoples' school.
ippeals were given to all Baptists to lend their efforts
to the promotion of its welfare, The following quotation
is an example of th- attitude of school officlals:

The college will put forth everv reasona‘le effort

of stugents’ progress; evcs Clarke Collsge willy

therefore, be typioali- a school of the peeople

fostering the high ideals of Christian character
and efficiency.

68 A, A, loebuck, "Clarke College," Baptist
Record, Septehber 3, i9310 pe 12, " Ihe

The sbhool remasined on the gceredited list for
Mississippi Junior colleges. Efforts were made to keep
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this good rating. Expenses were reduced to a minimum,
"Total yearly expenses in the dormitory amount to
$230.00."69 0irls living in the industrial home had

9 1nig.

expenses redueed another §90.00 per year,

At a meeting of the Clarke College Holding Comuis-
sion May 15, 1932, 3, L, Stringer, ‘hen superintendent
of Pearl fiver Junior College, was unanimously elected
president of Clarke College for the next school year.
A. Ae Robuck had previously tendered his resignation.

Stringer came to the school well prepared in edu-
cational training.

For many vears he wa» a successful high school

principal and superintendent, More recently, he

served at Picayune duringz which tine he taught

in the S, T. C., Sumwer Schools, For the past

five years he has been Lhe @Bperintandont of
Pearl Ffiver Junior College,

—

70 "Clarke College Elects &, L, Stringer, President
at a Meeting," Ihe Newton Racord, May 19, 1952, pe 1.

In 1933, the convention met at Tupelo, Mississippi.

i
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Thie excerpt from The Baptist Hecord shows how vitally
important this meeting was for Clarke College. "It was
rumoraed before the conventicn met that there was some
likelihood of Clarke Memorial College being sold to the
Congregational lethodist Church,"7: It was further under=

A "Baptist Convention Retains Local School," The
Newton fecord, November 23, 1933, p. l.

stood that this Methodist group was very anxious to pure
chase the local institution to convert it i.to a four
vear ehurch school.

The wo¢onvention in session did give consideration to
disposal of this property. The convention board recome
mended such sale, However, a committee appointed by the
convention board the y-ar before, did not recommend that
the college be sold at the time, It was voted to leave
it under the same status,

In 1935, S. L. Stringer resipgned as president of
Clarke College to enter the race for State “uperintendent
of Education. !¢ was succeed ed by C. 7, llolland as pre=-
sident. The property was leased to lolland at $1.00

per year, The contract included these Lerms:
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The property is to_be insured for twenty thousand
dolars, It isto kept in reasonable regair and
to be used for schdol purposes. The school is to
be ogented in keeping with principles and policies
of the Mississippi Baptists., 72

—

Decenber 1

72 C, Z, Holland, "Reportes of Clarke Memorial Col-

lege to Bagti.lt‘. State Convention," The Baptist Record,
’

1935 sy Do 7e

Furthermore, the premium on the pdlicy was paid for

twelve months, It was made out in favor of the board of

trustees of the school,

Other general improvementes were nade during the days

of Clarke College nrivate operation., Several hundred

dollrs worth of labor and saterial were spent on repakr

and upkeep of the buildings, while needed purchases were
made in books for the library. Ig uﬁit@, a dairy
barn wee built for the school and a herd of wsix eattle

were purchased, Finallv, two hundred dollas worth of

Federal work scholarship memey was used for beautifying

the campus and buildings.

It was officially anncunced in Newton, *ississippi,

April 16, 1937, that the trustees of Clarke Memorial Col-
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lege had leased the school to ¥, L, McMullan, a local
businessman,

Ce Z, Holland 'ad resisned as president of the
school to become promotional secretary for the state
Baptist convention board. O, i, Mosley was to act as
president under the advisory plans of McMullan.

During this era, the sceptics were many who believed
that Clarke College was doomed to die, Nevertheless,
the school continued to live and to serve this section
of the state with benefit. I§ fact, the enrollment
for 1937 showed an incrsase. "The seg sion opened Sep~
tember 7, 1937, with an enrollment to date of 106, which

is an increase over the 'revious session.” _?_i YeMullan

73 Je Le Boydé "Excerpts From Proceedins of the

Mississippi Paptist Convention,” Baptist Record
Novemberp&»-l&, 1937, p. 2. o e y

then serving as presicdent of the school,

During this session, an appeal was made to the
people of this section for support. This explanatory
statement came from The lewton Record: "Clarke Memorial
CoDegc is the oldest denominational junior coliege in
Mississippi and has a history to be proud of." 74

Thnglarke Collere to Oen September 7," The Newton
Record, “eptember 2, 1937, p. l. 3
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We L, Me¥ullan continued as president of Clarke
College during 1938, Under his leadership the school
was confronting succeafully many financial di ficulties.
Yet there was enough light to show its true worth and
value to Newton and the st te of Mississippi.

In that year, $500,00 was spent on repair for the
schools This money was given by the town of Newton, and
again the townsprorle paid the rent, Still, the =chool
in general was making a contribution to Baptist life.
The following statement is a typlcal illustration of
the local ap reciation for the school: "The enrollment
is 101, and the faculty is made ur of pecple with good
degrees, There are 30 ministerial students. Two g irls

are uia.ionarias."75

75 wneport from the Mississippi Paptist Convention
Board,” The Baptist Record, “ovember 24, 1938, p. 3.

Clarke Collere strurgled for 1life during these years,
Yet, although 1t existed in constant dang:r of being
¢losed, such men as ¥, L, McMullan and others of like
caliber persistently fought its battles,

In 1940, ¥, L, Mc¥ullan surrendered the lease he
held, and the institution was then leased to Freeman E,
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May, lMay was a Newton Co:nty man and a rraduate of
Miesissipri Southern College. e had ‘one some eradu-
ate work at the University of Texas,

The school opened its doors under the giidance of
this € ducator for its 32nd session with opportunities
being offered to boys and girls of limited financial
means., The tuition was only $5.00 a month, while room
and board were #12.00 a month. The cottages were ofe
fered rent free to ministerial students. The total cost
for those staying in the formitokies amounted to $173.00
a senester,

Many doubters now became converted to the idea that
Clarke College did have a nlace in the life of their
denomination, This was given imphasis by a general awae
keninz of B:pt sts to its value, Then, too, the depres-
sion had largely disanpeared., This gave p ople renewed
courage and rre tcr financial strength. 0£till there was
no general stampede of financial supporters to its aid.
There wir then only rifts of monor significancas received.
However, these were soon to grow through the concerted
effort of the Baptist constituency.

Most of the gifts to Clarke College were from indie
viduals., UHowever, though they were faithful, the main
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hope lay in denominational support. This !nterest bee

came brighter in 1940 in a report from the trustees,

"The State Convention is now paying one thousand dollars
a year to be applied on teachers! aalariel."76

6

76 ., |
A Yessage From the Trustees," Baptist fe
Cord, September h, 1940, p. 12, " Ihe e

3 In 1941, people unfriendly toward Clarke College
scattered the rumor that the school would not open again.
The local people arain came to the aid of this institu=-
tion. The followinz report was riven in 1941, to silence
the above rumors: "Throughout the state thee has been
renewed interest in Clarke, and it is hoped thatsome day
Miseissippl Baptists will arain wake up to the fact trat

the 8 hool is renderins a detinct and unigue service 77

LY Newton County Baptiet Assoeiation, October 15-16
1941, p. . ; ’

President May aj.ao §v¢ rebuttal to the argument just then
by undertaking a program of repairing and redecoration for
the achool.

After the resiznation of president F, ', May in 1942,
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Je Ls Boyd of Meridian was elected as prsgidont. of Clarke
College. As to his early history, Boyd was born in Pike
County, Mississippi, near McComb, and after completing
the eighth srade, cntered Mississippi College in the
fall of 1501, takinr two years in the preparatory de-
partment and then the full college course, sraduating
with the degree of Bachelor of Science in June of 19082, have
ing remidined out of school two sessions to teach.
Eovd then was superintendent of Lawrence County Agricule
tural High School for twe gears, resigning there to enter
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at Louisville,
Kentueky, in the fall of 1910, He was graduated from
that institution with the degree of Master of Theology
in 1914,

Upon completion of his eeminary training, Doyd ree
turned to his n3tive state and was pastor of the Central
Baptist Church of Coldwater. SHarly in 1916, he was called
to the pastorate of the Calilse Baptist Church of Gloster
which he served until entering the army as chaplain in
Novenber, 1917. He trained with the men in Camp Pike and
Camp Dix and was overseas in Frence for nine months., While
in France after the armistice, Chaplain Boyd was appointed
to the post of Bgyso School office of Base Section Humber
2 to correlate all education work for the 85,000 soldiers
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in that section while they were idle, waiting to come
home, In this cavacity, he =made pemsonal contacts for
the American soldiers in all the schools and universie-
ties of Francs and England, as well as directed all
teachines personnel, including Young Men's Christian
Assocliation, eduatational directors, in classes of every
deseription from the prisary g rades to mechanical schools,
Hle was amons the group of educators who set up the Amerie
can "Paper Shell University”™ at Beaune, France,

During this era, while Voyd was president of Clarke
College, the academic progras was accelerated for the
benefit of the Army personnel, Accordi g to this plan,
voang men who contem:lated enterinr the armed forces
might take one or two credits sach six weeks, This al-
lowed them to receive credit on the work, but also ene
abled the= tomin more rapid promotion in the armed
services,

A report in 1943 indicated the rogress of the
school: "The outlook for the college is brighter than
for some time in spite of the adverse conditions inci-

dent to @;e w."” To bear out this statement, two
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78 "Clarke College Zinnou nces Enlarged Program,”

The Baptist Record, May 20, 1943, p. 7.

two new departments were opened,

Interest in the school continued to increase. The
fellowing excerpt appeared in the Jones County Association
bulletin of 1941: "Itsfinestservice during ite lifetime
has been the discovery of gems in the rough, znd giving
them the polish which has enabled thes to reflect lirht
on the hilltops of responaibility."79

79 ¥inu of Jones County &gségiat;gg Cetober 20
1941, p.‘%W. oL : ’

In 1943, a resclution was introduced at the Mississipp!
Baptist State Convention to allow Clarke College £2,000.,00
per vear, Thi= is somewhst clarified by this narticular
clause: "Second, that the sald sum of two thousand dollars
be coll=cted and paid as and when other monles are collec-

ted and vaid as said mission board,"80

80

- o4 Baptist Convention, "ovember 16-18,
L3, Pe .
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A heartening note came from the Newton County issocia-
tion. The excerpt read, "Throughout the state there has
been reneved interest in Clarke."

On April 6, 1944, it was anncunced that J, L. Boyd
had resigned as president of the collere. He had served
in this capacity for two years, Other pursuits of business
activity were siven for causin-® this action on his part,

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of Clarke Memoe
rial College in April, 1944, Willian larle freene was
elected as peesident for the year.

William Zarle Oreene was reared at Meridian, Missis~
ippi. He receive his junior colle e edusation at Clarke
College. ''e also received his B. A. degres from Missis-
eippi College. Later he esrned the Th. M. and Th., D.
derrees from the Baptist Pible Institute at lew Orleans,
Louisiana, "He served as pastor of t'e Ellisville
Church, and for the nast year in the c .pacity of enliste

ment pastor of the convention,."8l

s1 "Oreene Rlected as Prosident of Clarke Meworial
College,"” The Newton Hecord, April 13, 19L4, p.l.
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The coming of this leader to Clarke College marked
a new era in its history. Hi: advent broucht the nost
promising re~ime the schonol had "nown, From the doldrums
and discourarements of Baptist indifference, he was to
lead C;a?ks Lo new accomplishwents; for under his adminis-
tration, the task of ministerinz to boys and girls of
every strata of social life wasendeavorad to bbb carried
out, The Newton County Baptist association printed the
following article about this vrograms

Clarke Mesorial College, under the able umanagenent

of Dr, W, E, “reene, still adlieres to its early ain

to discover the deserving boy and girl and to en-

courage that one in every gonaible wav to become a
useful Christian citizen, 82

“&mgmmm. 1944, p. 16,
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CHAPTER 1V
RESTORATION AND PROGRESS

Clarke Collepe was still under private control.
Yet her growth and general rev val caused a demand
for her restoration to conventi n-supported status.
People coud not ignore its fight for life during the
nadir of d enominational effort to support the achoeol,
Thefact that Clarke would not accept death after such
sentence had '"een decree’ brought the school many ad-
mirers. Moreover, the ministry to needy boys and girls
of Mississippi Tocused the light of denominational in-
terest upon the school,

liot only had denorinational interest shifted to
Clarke Collepe during these years, but denominational
activity now found its way to the schocl. This only
acesntuated the need for statee-wide support.

In 1945, the Baptist Preachers' School was held at
Clarke from “arch 12 through April 6, This was under
the auspices of the Mississippl ‘tate Baptist Convention.
The scho ‘1 played a dominamt part in making the event »
pessible., "Under the arrangenent thamakes this school
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possible, the college tenders the use of its dormitories,
dinins hall, classrcoms, library, and other needed facie
lities available on its campus.” 83

-

8 mclarke College 711l Have Preabhers' School," The
Daptist Record, February 1, 1945, pe L.

To add further impetus to the movement for reinstate=-
ment, private individuals increased their gifts to the
school. Two thousand dollars was received by the Missis-
sippl Baptist Foundation for the endowment of Clarke Col-
lege. "This is of special inteeet, because, “or the
first time in its history, tlv college has some e:ndowment."34

8h "Mississippi Foundation Gets $2,000 for Clarke
College," The Baptist Racord, February 22, 1945, p. 9.

A genemal overall report of optimism was brought bee
fore the board of trustees after their annual meeting in
1945. The following figures show the c~ssence of the paper
analysis of the school: A total of 144 was enroclled, of
which 42 were ministerigal s tudents. There were also 25
dertificate courss preschers., $31,000,00 was handled by
the office; $7,100.00 was received as endowment, There
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was part renovation of the dormitories. Thousands of
trees were planted, and a large lake wss proveded,

¥More spac- was pleaded foridé the face of a pro-
ductive enrollment of between éOO and 300 students.
There was urgent need for further renovation of the
doraitorie8; The need was acute in the girls dormie-
tory. "At least two shower baths (just one shower and
one tub are now usable in the girls dormitory;)85 Also

% 1nid.

a general plea was made for the construction of minise
terial cottages.

At its annual mesting in November, 1945, Clarke
Yemorial College was relnst.ted as a denominationallye-
supported school. The acttéon came with & unanimous vote
of the convention., The control was transferred to a
hoa:d of trustees elects by the bodv in session,

The dreams of supporters over the state were now
realiged, and the school that had been rrivately opera'ed
since 1930, was once more in the charse of the convention.

The continued increase of regular students, plus
the influence of the veterans, caused a housing demand

at Clarkes College. This necessitated more funds for
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buildin-: and renovation purposes, and thus it became
obtvious that there must be a concerted, stste-wide came
palen for this institution,

During the interim, zifts were slowly trickling into
the college treasury, The entire Kent estate was bequeathed
to the college., The article ap eared in The Baptist Record
in 1946, as follows: "Clarke Collepe will receive a cone
siderabtle sum f rom the estate of the late 'r, K. C. Kent
of ﬂror-nmd-"sa

86 "Clarke Colloge to Feceive Sum From Kant Estate,"
The Bgptit Record, December 12, 1946, p.l.

Other gifts came but proved inadequat: for the
school, Most of tham were absorbed in the repairing of
the administration building, library, and other buildings
on the ¢ ampus,.

Therefore, preosident W, ., freene and the trustees
of Clarke Memorial College laid plane for a strengthening
and improvement campaign. A goal of $350,000,00 was set
vheéch was to be allocated for both the construction of
new buildings and the repairing of old ones., This was
to become a erystaliged program in 1947.

For this prosram D, !, MeCall, fxecutive-Secretary
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Treasurer of Mississippi Baptista, was choscn as direce
tor. "lans called for complation of the campaipn in
1948, Thies wes highly desirable in the f{ace of the dire
need for new dormitories for both hoys and girls, a
dininz hall, and a new administration building.

In 1948, a meeting of the advisory comuittee of the
Clarke Colleze Campaign was held at the Baptist Buildine
in Jackson. Reports were ~ade on the work already done,
" Approximately 3107,000 were reported in gifts, and
ma ny sections of the state are plannins to take offerings
this month and next, according to repressntatives in all
districta."87

87 ugy " . |
07,000 in 8ight For Clarke College,"
m MI ﬂ.? 63 9"8. ptlo o m

Pland were laid for speaking campaigns in churches,
during associaticnal mestings, and all possible putlie
gatherings. Pastors, graduates from Clarke College, and
all friends were urged to give to the ororram themsclves,
and to solicitt funds from otler sources.

Inaddition, there was to e a special dav set aside
for a general offerins. The Buoptist Record included the
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following article:

Easter Sunday, March 28, has beendesiznated as the
day for a statse-wide offerins for Clarke College.

By all means, plan for the largest possible offering
on this day. Coin envelopes wilishe mailed out all
over the state for this purpose,

88 niiow You May Help Clagke Collego in This Canpaign
for £350,000," The Record, February 12, 1943, p. 7.

The administration of Clarke College purchased from
the War Asrets Administration at Camp Shelby a large wooden
theatre building. The lumber and materials from it were
to be used in the collesge building program. The Student
Activities Building woe to be the recipient of most of
the material,

"The dining halleactivities building was ded’'cated

89

on Monday, fSeptember 5, 1949." This was to be used

89 whew Clarke Activities Building," The Newton
ng N
Recgord, August 11, 1949, p. l. '

temporarily as an office building for the administration.
Later the top floor was to be used for recreational
pUrposes.

The vear 1949 was a yvear of significant progress for
Clarke College., The schocl was still showing pgreat mnae-
terial growth,
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The buildings now owned by the colleﬁe were two
dormitories, the administration building, the ace
tivities bullding, the music building, twelve
faculty homes, :5 family homesj; and the board of
ministerial education owned homes for 33 families,90

» ligtory of Clarke Collegs, Student Go
mpiliation
Op. Cit., P. . ! :

The girls dormitory is now under construction. "It
is hoped that one unit of this building will be complete
by September, 1952. Further plans call for ite comple=-
tion in 1953,"71

91 Interview with Eugene Keebler, Assistant Adminise
i;;;or to William Earle Oreene, Date of Interview, January
.

In 1950, Clarke College went beyond its hizhest ene
rollment mark, "During the last session, 1948-49, the
enrollment was 432, Thus far, it has reached L4L0 with

tow more terms to g;o."q2

92 wglarke College "nrollment “till Inecreasins With
L4O Students,” The Newton Rgeord, February 9, 1950, p. 1.

School opened in 1952 with an enrollment of over A00
for the first term, The number 18 growing every new
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gchool year,

The college how has a mesbership in the Mississippi
Association of Colleges, Mississippi Ascociation of
of Junior 0011egea£ rican Association of Junior
Colleges, and the louthern Baptist Assoc’ation of
Colleges and Secondary “chools.

9893 A History Of Clarke Memorisl Colle ge, Op. Cit.,
Ps ®

The growth of this school from both the material
and a caden!e standpoint merits attention, for once the
forgotten institution, itnow holds a prominent place

in the denominztional 1ifs of Miseissippi Baptists.




CHAPTER V
RETROSPECT AND PROFILE

A cursory recapitulation of the history of Clarke
College reveals many factors which contributed to the
prorress of the schocl, These have bemn partially
delineated in previous chapters, However, to conplete
the picture, deseriptions of its rdvantages, require-
ments, curriculum, buildinge, and lastly, its religious
and literary activities should all ‘e given.

The pararount qualification for entrance into
Clarke Collese is adecire and willingness to receive
an education. Yet the school seeks to enlist those
who e capable of being constructivaly trained, Ade
vantage 18 offered to students by the administration
who keen the expense of attendance at a low minimum,

In 1910, it was much lower than other neig boring schools,
"The cost of b oard, including room rent, heat and lichts
will be $12.,00 per month or £36,00 per term of twelve
weeks"?% Fven in 1947 and 1948, the school only

% cgralosue of Clarke Memorial College,” 1910, p. 9.
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charged £79.00 for a quarter of nine weeks, "This ine

cluded the following: atriculation, activities, tuition,
medical fee, and room and board.“95

1:.95 Catalosue of Clarke Memorial Collece, 1947-48,
Pe .

This low eost of entrance and attendance has led many

students to Clarke College, This fact was made known

.through the bulletin and papers of the denominatiom. The

following is an example:

There wre larse numbers of our Mississipoi young
people whose preparatory work has not been adeguate
to rive them entrance into =most of our standard
institutions. Pesides, the expense itself is free
quently as prohibitive proposition in many of our
schools, 96

96 e County Baptlst ASsociation, “eptember
20. 21, 5. p. e

Clarke College has taken care of both types of need,
Jobs asre also proveded on the ¢ ampus to defray the
expense of needy students, while low rent cottages are
likewise available to married students. Then, too,
thesa are sugmented by many generous gifts sent by the

patrons and friends of the sthool,
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From its beginning as a sehool, Clarke College
maintained a standard of regulations for the sogernment
of the student body. Of particular interasst are some of

these early rules. Theyares as follows:

No student will ‘e allowed to be away fro: the college

after derk excent by special permission from the
president, All students will ®e required to attend
Sunday School and preachins Sunday momingz, Mail

for students will be delivered to them at the college

fand the correspondence of zll udents will be left
to the discretion of the fugulty. 97

97 Catalogue of Clarke Memorial Coldege, 191314,
PP. 1, 12,

Other rules governing the relationship of young men
and women were often rather severe. "No young lady will
be permitbed to receive the attention of young men exe
cept by sreeial permission” 98 Boys were included in

93 Ibid., p. 12,

—

similiar rules, The following is a resume of the entire
set of rules: "do what is right. Our pupils are taught
by precept and example their duty to God and to their
fellow man; taught always to respect the right and to
labor for the welfare of their neighbors." 99



99 1bid., p. 14

Even today students must adhere to a general rerue
lation of conduct. 7The young women are governed by a
dormitory council responsivle to the Dsan of “omen.

The duties of the counecil are to act as a executive
body and to enforce dormitory regulations,

The boys are required to adhere to similar rules.
No student is permitted to marry during the school sese
sion without permission of the parents an/' board of truse
tees. /All students must be properly chaperoned during
dates. OStudy hours and fun hours are to be followed
in dormitories.

Clarke College is an accredited junior college.
However, students who enter the institution must cither
possess fifteen units of work from a standard high school
or successfully ass a college entrance examination,

Only students who have reachéd the age of twenty years
and have spent a minimum of nine weeks in thesecondary
division may take this test, The fifteen units sust
include "three units in fnglish, two units in mathematics
and two units in history," 100
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10061 arke College Catalomue, 1951=52, p. 22.

The maximum number of units that may be offered in
vocational subjects is four, II less than two units 1is
offered in a foreign language, additional work must be
taken in college. Iff credit is riven for work amounting
to less than one~half unit,

St Students who have done satisfactory college work

in other accredided colleges may be rersularly accepted
at Clarke Collere upon the presentation of a certificate
of honorable dismisssl from the previous school attended.
The final criteria for determining the evqluacion of
work done elsewhere is the type of work the studon; dogs
after transferring to Clarke College.

Clarke College operates on the term plan. The aca-
demic year conslsts of four terms of n'ne weeks each.

The classes must be met daily, Monday through Friday.

The class periods normally run one hour (60 minutes)

in. length. The students regulrly must carry three threee
hour courses. The plan enables Lhe school to admit

more students at different periods of the vear., This
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division will also prevent the loss of extra time due
to illness or other types of unavoldable withdrawals.
It also reduces the number of courses, and thereby
increases efficlency of both teac ers and students,

This plan was begin in 1944, and has received the
approval of the faculty and student bedy., Tuition,
board, health fees and other charges are computed on
the basis of nine-week terms. Oraduation co.es at tie
end of the fourth nine-week term.

It must be borne in mind that the school serves a
constituency that is largely rural, The school terri-
tory is primarily that of the entire state of Mississippi.
The background and needs of the students are keprt in mind
by the school leaders. A survey taken among 341 regulare
ly enrolled students revealed important data concerning
the -arents of the group, Their occurational status was
as follows:

There are thirteen professional and semi-profese

sional workers, 105 farmers and farm manacers

R e e e TR

saleswomen, twentyeseven craf't.smen, foremen and

kindred workers, seven unem}loyod{ and 14l home-

makers, and twenty-seven engazed in other types
of work. 101
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0 "Population Data for the School Community,”
Evaluative Criteria, 1952, p. 28.

Further statistices were rec aled in cducational
qualifications of the parents. These cuest ions were
answered directly by the students and revealed that the
parents were largely rural, having had little or no
opportunity for adult education., The reports inecluded
fathers and mothere of approximately ons-~half the stu=-
dent body of February, 1952,

These subsecuent figures were given!

109 parents attended but did not complete slemen-

tary school, 60 completed elementary school, 110

attended but did not oomplete high school, three

attended but did noteﬁrndua'e from postesecondary
school, nine completed a twoeycar college course,

five graduated from four year college, and three
were engared in rraduate study,. 102

102 1pid4,, p. 29.

Clarke College endeavors to meet the needs of stue-
dents in light of their own background as well as that
of parents, For this purpose, the secondary d epa tment
was instituted as additional help to the college de arte
ment. All secondary work at Clarke Memorial College is
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subject to the resulations of the Mississippi High
School Acerediting Commnission and the Mississippi 8 ate
Departaent of Fducation. Oﬁ:ly teachers certified by the
Mississipri State Department of Education are =mployed
for secondary instruction, The secondary department is
accredited by the Mississippi ligh School Accrediting
Comni-sion,

Special students are often admitted to the s econdary
department without high mhool credits., Theyare pro-
gressively instructed unt.il'sueh time as they may ocass a
collge entrance test, Op the other hand, they may do
four years of high school work and then enter the college
denartment,

A sunmer sessidon of the school is held annually,
and then two rive-ink terns of work are offered. They
begin 1~ the first week of June and end zarly in August,
The courses are _chmn'from the general catalogue and
are taught by the ﬁgular faculty members,

Special intelligence and mental bllity tests are
given upon the entrance of the student to the college,
The A, C. E, Payecholor’cal, The Barrett-ivan fnglish,
and the Jowa 'igh School Content testS are examples of

typ s used,
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The same type of tests are given in the secondary

division, Other tests are held for students of their
departuent who desire Lo try for college entranc: at the
end of each nineeweek term. They may also serve in
placement and ¢ idance of students,

A system of orientation and guidance is carried
out by the college administration., Aims and methods
are presented to enrollings sudents., The Dean's office
collects and files all availalle personal, hedlth, and
cholastic informalon about the students, OR this
1m‘.‘om£ion, coumsel ls given the students. Inaidition,
a standardized psycholgieal . examination, a dminstered
one or more times a year, dds further in gulding the
student into satisfactory cellege work.

Among the requirements of Clarke College are that
students must maintain a "C" average to remain in school,
There, too, chapel attendance is coercive, whils classes
must be regularly met; and all unexcused absences are
subject to -rade penalties,

The college offers six yrars of work tostuden's
without high school background, It reaches boys and girls

who are unable to at:end school elsawhere., It not only
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servee as a preparatory institution for Missise
sippl's three Faptist colleses, but it does a peculiar
work of its own. Many students who niover attend any
other school are able to find a place in the ministry
or some other field of endeavor,

In its curriculum, Clarke College meels the ree
quirements of the State ‘ducation Commission., Its am-
bition is to reach as many students as possible with,
at the same time, as broad and ractical prescribed
course of study as 18 possible,

Bible and Religious "docation are two of the ¢ en=-
tral subjiects taught in the schocl., These include
courses in Old and New T,stament, missionary education,
church el'ficiency, Christian doctrine, homiletics, and
cevangelism,

Clarke offers s variety of other courses as well,
These include comuerce, history, home economics, governe
ment, ‘nglish, speech, Soanish, Latin, mathesatics,
musie, sciences, and other courses,

At the present time, the buildinss and rrounds are
recelvins much attention. The collere campus is a

seventye-acre tract of land including level areas, hills,
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and valleys. Vart of the campus is wooded andis leing
transformed into a parkway. Opthe north side of the campus
is locate’ a three and one~half &cre lake fed by a largze
nuzber of natural springs. IH addition to the campus,
the college owns a 160 acre farm, It provides food for
the college and offers employment to students deserving
and desiring to work,

A recent survey !y the School Planning Committee of
the Mississippi Educeation Association was held at Clarie
Cdlleges It reported favorably upon the general ime-
provement campaign of the school. The following is an
abridred account brought by the group: "In making this
report the committee has kept in mind the limited and
uncertain financial resources of ‘he school and the
nrogsress it has made in the eight years since i8s reor-

ganizar ion,"103

103 » c?ﬂk’&: e Special Mississippi Educae
tion CO ree, 1952, p. a- .

The buildings vary in appearance and size. Kent
Hall, the dormitory for men, is a threeestory building
of frame and brick construction. It is the oldest edi-



fice on the campus, PFlans are being made to replace it
with a2 modern dormitory of fireproof desisn. Melaurin
Hall h ouses i) e women, It is a three-story brick bnilde
in of semi-fireproof construction, It was formerly the
men's dormitory but was converted to its present status.
A modern dormitory for girls is now under construction.
When completed, thie buillding will have four wings and
will house 176 girls. The cost of b ilding will amount
to spproximately £125,000.00.

The college also owns housing formore than forty
student famill s, whiéch are in the form of single and
duplex cottages., The Board of Ministerial lducatlon of
t'e Baptist Convention owns property ad acent to the
campus on which are single and dupnlex houses providing
living cuarters for thirty-two additional student families,

The admingstration building is the mot important
structure on the campus, It eontains three stories which
are used for classes, library, and office space. 1t was
erected of rick at a cost of $50,000.,00, and is conside ed
to be firepvroof. The activites building was
completed in 1950, Tt was built of yellow brick and

contains two stories. Thecost of construction amounted,
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to approximatley $30,000,00, This low figure was due
largely to the usage of students as laborers. The builde
ing 1s used both as a dining "all and as a place for
recrration,

The music building was erected in 1950 at a cost of
£20,000,00, It is a wooden strumture composed of two
separate compartments, Esch may Le used simultaneously
for the instruction of students, "he concession biilde
inr was complat-d in 1951 at a cost of approximately
$25,000,00, It now contains the offices of th- adminise
tration, the printing press, the business office, and
the concession, S udents uss the building largely as
a social center during the hours when classes are not
meeting,

The librarv is in the process of being ocked with
additional books, It occupies the main floor of the admine
istration building. AT the present time, the library ine
cludes 6,200 volumes, includin-s 1,700 volumes of gift
collections. he college exceeds the minimum requirement
spent annually in the library.

From the beginning of the school, the faculty and
students of Clarke College recognized the 'alue of so-
cial training in the literary field. Therefore, two
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literary organizations, the Platonian and the Delta
Kappa ‘ocletlies, were formed in 1908, 1In 1909, the
Aurelian and Cuterpian Socisties, two other literary
socleties, were organiged. They were to be the means
of traininz 'he mind of the student. "The purpose of
the Aurelian Joclety was to train youns men to think
and to speak well,"l04 The Aurslian Soeciety and the

104
Ihe Seer, 1921, p. 5k

Platonian Society are still functioning at Clarke College
today,

The Art Club was organiged im 1946, The group
holds regular meetings and permits those interested in
art to discuss the sulject from several angles. MNesbere
ship is open to all students,

For years, students and fioculty alike had felt the need
of a college newspaper, This nead was caused by the
discontinuance several years earlier of a newspaper called
the Clarke Icho., Therefore, the Clarke Call was
bezun in 1946, The paper usually mxximx carries some alumni
news, and distribution is made periodicully among members

of the Alumni Agscciation, 7The students receive a copy
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every two weeks,

In addition, the college has such organigzations as
the Future Teachers of America, the sacred chorus, and
The Seer. Each of these takes care of and reflects the
life of some sesment of students on the campus,

Esch student is encouraged to join at least one of
these dtudent organizations, but he may also hold member=
ship in others, Each zroup rust have a faculty member
as sponse®, Also, its finance must be Cransacted through
the business of'fice, This precludes the formation of
an new orangisation without the permission of the col-
lege administration,

Clarke College had its inception as a religious
school., Ag such, it has not departed from the first
fundamental foundotions laid in 1908, Christianity is
envhasized in wost of the activities of the institution.
No teache is emploved who is nat a Christian. .1l stu-
dents are urged to bocﬁ Christians and attend the
local churches.

The school serves a wide area in a relisious way.
Most of the ministerial students from Clarke College
pastor rural churches. In the school ysar of 1950«51,
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they composed a lar-e percentage of the enrolled students.
n0f the total enrollment of 568, there were 271 minise
terial students in this institution this past session,
more than in any ot'er collese or university of the
South,"105

105 "Education Committee Report,” [yaluative Crie
teria, 1952,

The idea of relisious service has been carried out
by the teachings of facultr members, It is written in
every publication, It has beeon summed up in the follow=
ing statemsent:

Ftrat'. e endeavor to crugo WS here that is
aly to the d eveldpm of C tian characters.

-econd. in our chsaroous the Bible, which is the

tcx;hbook of Christianity, is Mully and frankly

tau to

o 1€ 0stalome of Glarke Nemoris) Collese, 1920-21,

Lvery morning before blasses are begun, the students
hold "Morning Watch"”, This is the early prayer meeting.
All students are urged to attend. Singing, testimonies,
and prayers are affered during this twenty minute period

of reliriocus devotion.
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At noon, a prayer =eeting is held in the center of
the campus. A huge cdrecle is formed, and students hold
hands while singing and prayimge This is under the aus=
pices of the Baptist Student Un'on, a campus organization.

The Baptist “tudent Union is the foremost and most
important organigation on Clarke College campus, It is
trhe voluntary relisious activity of Bdptist students.
It centers around the church,

Thus, it is the connecting link between the campus

and the church., /eubership in the local Taptist

church, its Sunday Schocl, or Trainimg Union, or

any B, S, U, unit organigation on the campus means
membership in the Baptist Student Union, 107

= 1o Satalosve of Clarke Mesorial Collese, 1947-43,

Furthermore, this organisation coordinates the reli-
gious activity on the campus and points the students
toward the local church.

In addition to occasional conferences, special weeks
of emphasis, and social gatherings, it promotes the
morning watch, a widalg attended twenty minute deve~
ti.omiogoriod held each school morning before class
tine,

1% mnis,
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dMost of the work of the Baptist Student Union is
done through unit organizations. The following are
units of this central organigation: HMinisterial Aisoci—
ation, Beacon Mission Pand, Ypung Women's Auxillary,
Religious “ducation issociation, “oman's Missionary
Soecliety, and several other groups,

Through the combined efforts of the Baptist Student

Union and the Ministerial Association of Clarke

College, our evangelistic offorts have grown into a

far reaching program that is touching the lives of

many Christians and non-Christians throughout this
section. 109 -

109 wglarke College Gvangelistic ifforts,” The Bap-
Eist Record, Yovember 23, 1940, p. 13,

The school now enjoys the support of the state
convention. A recent letter of report was sent to
e Es Orzene, president, stating the proportion of the
funds Clarke Collesre was to 'eceive from the general
educational fund, The letter was as follows:

The Mississippi Plptist Convention has been supe
porting the work of Clarke College to the extent
of 19,5 percent of statewide Christian sducation
funds over a period of the past few years. It is
expected that the convention will continue this
proportionate supvort with little if any change
in the forseeable future, 110

1
- Letter from “yrser Mewitt to ¥, ©. Oreens,

April 4, 1952,
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Nevertheless, the colleg: is in great need of sube-
stantial endowment. It has only a minimum amoung age
gregating less than $10,000.00 in this fund. Lfforts
are being made to accelerate this movement, But the
fact that the state convention voted in its last session
to remove all workers from soliciting money in the
field, except for endowment, will adversely affect this
aim, Funds that could be used for endowment must be
used for operating expenses,

Despite these factors, Clarke College has several
positive factors in its favor. The present increase
in enrollment assures the abiding interest of the
people of the state, The construction of more buildings
seens to give the scho:l a degree of permancney. The
ever=increasing number of graduates out in the field
gathers mich additiénal support.

A depavrtment of public relations, under the direction
of 0. P. Moore, former pastor of the Moorhead, Mississippi,
Baptist Church, ha: been organised., Assisténg him is a
staff of three workers. The duties of this group include
the solicitation of students, the education of the public
through literature and conferences held at various churches,
and the seeking of endowment funds ‘rom prospective donors
throughout the state.
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APPENDIX A

"Clarke Nemorial Ccllegg"Co The lewton Record,
Decesber 27, 1908, p. 1.

The movement tc¢ build a great dendminational schuol in
east Mississip:i has been talked fur sume time by the
Bap tists of the state tc perpetuate the memory of the late
Rev. N, L, Chrk.’ who died S*ww 1.1, 1906. and to be
an inspirstion to the future manhood end wamanhood of
east Mssissippi. Rescvlutions were passed last September
by the By Springs Baptist Asscciation asking the several
associations t¢ take derinite steps toward furthering the
cause, which mas enthusiastically done. Newton generocusly
offered 35,000, free water for five years, fifty scho-
larships for one year, and furty scres of land, to secure
the school, Rev. 5, B, Culperper wis put in this field
to secure further subseriptions and ha: met with unguali-
fied success. Vr. Culpepper is & most ernthusisstic worker

and has his heart in the c ause; he has many friends who
feel proud of his work and predict a great future for him,

Newton has four churches with & large membership.
The:e are twe ¥issi.nary Baptist churches, cne Presbyterian,
and one Yethodist,

The New Central Baptist Church, which is abawt com—
pleted, is one of the handcamest edifices in the state,
made of pressed brick and modelled in the state, in the
most pleasing marner. The chureh cost £10,000 and has
a large menbership.
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A°PENDIX B

gg-tehgge f C% Fggg;iéi College, 1910
on, 12?130 pri, PPp. 0. g ,

ABSTRACT OF _CHOOL LAWS

x No student will be allowed to be away from the col-
lege after dark except by special permissidn from the
president,

All students will be required to attend Sunda School
and preiching Sunday morning.

Fail for students will be delivered to them at the
collere, and the correspondences of all students will be
left to the diseretion of the &cultz.

All mail must pass through the s of some of the
faculty,

No younr lady will be permitted to receive the atten-
tion of younsr men except by special perméssion.

All associations with younr ladies is forbidden to
young men except under same conditions as the preceding.

o boy will be allowed to visit in town axcept by
permission of the presidsnt,

No girl will be allowed to visit in tovn except by
special permission from her parents and faculty. And then
she will be accompsnied by one of the faculty.

No student w'll be allowed to leave his room during
study hours without permission.

All students will be required to keep their rooms
in good order,

Fo student must readanvthing during study hours
except what is prescribed by a teacher,

Yo student will bbb allowed to change rooms without
the consent of the teacher in charge.

Smoki g in or about the bulldings or on the campus,
or in public plae-s will not be tolerated.

No student will be given permission to visit home or
elsewhere without request from parents or mardian direct
to =ome member of the faculty.

l!enaltI for fiolating any rule or regulation of the
Goliego will be fixed by the faculty at from 1 to 25 de=
merits,.

The above rules may be modified, or other rules may
be added at the discretion of the faculty.

Any student receiving 25 demerits during the sesslion
w1l 5  ennailod Fres ekt
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"College Meeting," The Newton Hecord,
“Ml 10’ 1924’ De 5

RESOLUTIONS PASS™D AT YEETTNG TG URGE RETENTTON
OF COLLECE

At a mass meeting held here a few nigits since,
the fellowing resclutions were passed:

Yhereas, the Uvard of Trustees of Clarke “emorial
College of Newton, Mississipp!, has communicated to this
meeting & letter frum the Education Cumdssion of the
Baptist Convention in reg:rd toc the proposition of the
new administration bullding at the cclle;e in Newton,
Missiassippl, and

fhereas, said letter called for an expression from
the pevple of Newton as to whether sald ccllege was wanted
by the town of Newton, nad,

“hereas, the people of Newton, represented by a
large nusber of its busi essmen and professional men,
have assembled in a meeting to show thelr appreciation
of the college and cunvey t¢ the Education Commission
their desir» that the cuvllege remain at Newton,

Now, therefore, be it resclved by the people of
Newton, in mass meeting assembled, that it is the wish
ard desire of the tomn of Newton that Clarke Nemorial
College be kept at Newton, the birthplace of the said
college, where it was origdnated and where 2ll the pecple
have a kren desire to see it succeed; and

Be it further resclved, that in order to help the
college succeed, the people of “ewton hereby pledse them-
selves to all in their power to uphold the Board of Trus-
tees and tle president of the college in all their under-
takings with regard to seid college and they will, to the
extent that they are financially able tc do, undertake
sone of the financial burdens of the collepge as they have
in the days gone pust.

Be it fuwther resclved that a copy of these resclu-
tions be sent to the Fducktion Cummission of the Baptist
Counvertion and to the Trustees of Clarke “emcrial College.

Jo L, Byrde—————conzittee
e Do Lowe

Te Ao B!m

Ce Es Summer



APPENDIX P

"Baptist Convention Votes Clarke Close," The
Newton Recard, Novesber 20, 1930, p. 1.

IMDEBTRDNESS PILL BE CLEARED IN FLAN

The Mississippd State Baptist Convention in session
at Vater Valley voted late Vednesday to discontinue Clarke
College i Neguwton, which has been operating as a Junior
college under the auspices of that denomination for twenty-
two years. The reascn given for such action is tha the
denomination is not able fimanclally t¢ support sc¢ many
schocls, and that their other three institutions, Vissis-
sippi College @t Clitton, Plue Yountain College at Plue
Mountain, and Women's Ccllege at Hatiesburg, cperating as
standard colleges furnish adequate facilities for the
denominati cnkl needs. Cf course, the pecple of Vewton
and this section regret tist such action is so be taken, tut
they must yield tc the wished of the dencmiration in the
matter, since the agajor suppert 6f the institution must
come from thelr educetion commission. The following report
canes frem the site of the cunventl on:

Vater Valley, Nov. 19-=Iifting of nctes on four
Baptist colleges through floating of a bord issue of
£326,000 was voted by prectically unanimous cunsent of
the state Bgptist convention here tonight with the assem—
bly then launching into a long discussion on the proposed
uni fied board of ' rustees for the three standard colleges.

Diseontinuance of Clarke Nemorial College at Newton
was spproved late tocday by the Mississippl Paptist State
Corvention in s-ssion here.

Closure o¢f the schocl followed a similiar move about
a year age which later was rescinded and the schocl re-
opened, Today's actions leave the date of closing the
school with the education cuwdssion of the conbention.

Senator V. N, Taylor of Jackson, scught to save th
schocl when he mo ed that the recommendation of the educa-
tion commission be defeated. Na reccerd vote was taken on
the original recomuendation for discentinuance after the
Taylor substitute was defeated 162 to 139.
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"Report of Evaluatige Comdttee,"
Slate Uepartment of Education, 1952

DURPOSES

Ag an agency of the Mississippl Baptist Convention,
and in accordance with our philoscphy, Clarke Memorial
College seeksa:

l. To offer standard secondary and junior college oppor-
tunities;

2. To emphasize preperation for the ministry and cther
church-related vocations:

3. To offer studies under Christian teachers of Baptist
faith;

Le To mairtain 2 strong moral and religious campus atome-
phere, that will c ntinue through the student's life-
time

H

5 To ald in the development in each student of a well-
balanced persunality;

6. To extend special coensideration to students above the
average aye who seriously seek education;

7. 7To carry forward & pro ram of discovery and encourage-
ment of worthy men and women who have not cunsidered
getting a college education;

8. 7To provide a program of mental health and physical
well-beingy and

9« Te provide the above cppportunitées at the lowest cost

consistent with comfort and efficiency.



